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The Earliest AAPIs in America:

Filipino Sailors arrived 434 years ago TS

1587 — First Filipinos landed at Morro Bay (now California)

1763 — Filipino sailors established settlement of Saint Malo (25 miles from
New Orleans, LA)

1781 - Antonio Miranda Rodriguez Poblador of the Philippines, sent by the
Spanish government to establish what is now Los Angeles, California

1898 — the Philippines was purchased by the U.S. for $20M at end of The Philippines became a
Spanish-American War, igniting the 4-year long Philippine-American War U.S. colony in 1898,

became an autonomous
commonwealth in 1935, and
became independent in 1946
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Only a “free white person of good character”
may become a citizen

The Naturalization Act of 1790

First federal law about eligibility for U.S. citizenship

a “free white person of “good character,” and their minor children living in the United
States for two years or longer

nonwhite residents precluded from the right
° to vote
s own property or
= testify in court

1790: First U.S. Census

U.S. Population 3,893,637
Free White males of 16 years and upward 807,094

Free White males under 16 years 791,850
Free White females 1.541.263
All Other Free Persons 99,150
Slaves 694,280
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1790 U.S. Population

Free White Males,
Age 16+

21%

All Other Free 9%
Persons
1%

Free White Males,

Free White Females under 16 yrs
40% 20%

Early Chinese Immigration

= 1850s - significant wave of immigration from southern China
= drawn by the California Gold Rush (1848 -1855)

= as Gold Rush ends, Chinese Americans considered cheap labor, e.g. as
farmhands, gardeners, domestics, laundries

= 1860s - Chinese American laborers key to the building of the
Transcontinental Railroad.

=1870s, widespread economic depression in America —> job
scarcity.

=Chinese represented 20% of California's labor force but only
0.002% of the US population

Copyright 2021 State of New Jersey
Office of the NJ Attorney General
Department of Law & Public Safety 3



Lora L. Fong, Esq. June 11, 2021 NJSBA Anti-AAPI Sentiment

Building the

The Chinese eventually made up

Tra nSCO ﬂtl n e nta | Ra | | roa d 90 percent of the workforce that

laid the 690 miles of track

between Sacramento, California,

*First Transcontinental Railroad of the United States, [Ty
constructed between1863 and 1869

» Reduced the time it took to cross the continent from months to days

= Paved the way for migration and economic development in the western
LS.

=Estimated 15,000 to 20,000 Chinese migrants who laid the
tracks of the western half of the railroad.

= Paid less than white workers

= Took on dangerous tasks that other laborers would not

» Hundreds lost their lives as a result of the dangerous work

Civil Rights Act of 1866

Citizenship for “all persons” horn in the US

Enacted after the end of the Civil War — overrode veto by President Andrew Johnson

Declared "all persons born in the United States," including “every race and color,
without regard to any previous condition of slavery or involuntary servitude” to be
citizens

Excluded indigenous peoples (“Indians not taxed”) from citizenship

Established the right to: file suit; make and enforce contracts; buy, sell, and inherit
real and personal property

Did not address political rights (voting, holding public office) or social rights (public
accommodations)
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14th Amendment
adopted 1868

One of the 3 “Reconstruction Amendments” adopted after Civil War

Citizenship: All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the

jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the state wherein they
reside

Equal Protection Clause

Due Process Clause

A “veritable war” ensues against
Chinese in America

*October 1871 — mob of 500 attacked Los Angeles Chinese quarter —

mutilated, shot, & lynched 18 Chinese in the streets. Twenty-five
rioters indicted, none convicted.

"June 1876 — “Caucasian League” members burn cabins along Trout
Creek occupied by Chinese woodcutters, multiple shooting victims, 1
fatality. Seven brought to trial, none convicted. Spawned a method

gf pl?jnned violence, arson, and mass intimidation over the next
ecade.

=*October 1880 — armed mob of 3,000 attacked Denver Chinese
community comprised of a few hundred people. Residences burned
and looted, attacked Chinese men and women; 1 fatality. More than

200 Chinese people rounded up and imprisoned for their
“protection”

Source: Ghosts of Gold Mountain — the epic story of the Chinese who built the Transcontinental Railroad,
L GordonH Chane
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1875 Civil Rights Act & its Undoing by SCOTUS

Paving the way for Jim Crow

Civil Rights Act of 1875

guaranteed all citizens, regardless of color, access to accommodations, theatres, public schools,
churches, and cemeteries.

forbid the barring of any person from jury service on account of race,
provided that all lawsuits under the new law would be tried in federal, not state, courts.
“Civil Rights Cases” of 1883 109 U.S. 3 (1883)

Held: the provisions of 1875 CRA that sought to punish acts of racial discrimination perpetrated
by private actor unconstitutional

5 cases where Civil Rights Act of 1875 had been enforced against operators of places of public
accommodation

Overt Anti-Asian Save Our State from
Political Agendas Oriental Aggression

T o]

»3-term Mayor of San Francisco

e el
(1897-1901) ol e
1,000 countiest
. 1920 21.';-:-1
=Elected to U.S. Senate in 1913 .
. . . county
=Leader of the California Democratic pias ST
000 scres Ia rural
party from 1890s — 1920s S Bemattne
458,000 acres 49.7 per ot
"This is a whiteman's country ... We cannot make a . f 3
homogeneous population out of people who do not Keep California White
blend with the Caucasian race." ‘ i}
" JAMES D. PHELAN
UNITED STATES SENATOR —

b
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U.S. v. Wong Kim Ark

169 US 649 (1898)

Wong Kim Ark
o was born in the U.S. to Chinese-citizen parents, lawfully residing in the U.S.,

e sought re-entry to U.S. after a temporary visit to China

Detained by customs; sought writ of habeus corpus

Chinese Exclusion Act in effect, barring entry of Chinese laborers and
denying citizenship to Chinese

Under 14" Amendment’s Citizenship Clause, Wong found to be a U.S.
citizen

Established the citizenship of a child born in the US to non-citizens

Anti-Asian School Segregation

= 1859 - 1870: Chinese students legally barred from attending public
schools for white students in San Francisco; attended a separate
Chinese school.

= 1870 - law amended dropping requirement to educate Chinese
children entirely — Chinese public school funding eliminated.
Chinese children could only attend church schools or had private

teachers.

= 1884: Tape family daughter enrolled in the all-white public school knoWiggiihior - TR

- PR 5 < http://americanhistory.si.edu/brown/history/2-

but denied admission. Tapes sued the school district battleground/detail/tape-family.html, Public Domain,

» 1885: Tape v. Hurley: established right of Chinese children to public  "s//commensawikimedia.org/uw/index phpPeurid=47438302
education. 66 Cal. 473 Our children should not be placed in any

= 1885: San Francisco School District set up a separate Chinese POS”;JD” Whe"ea{*:‘” youthful ’mp_“;“’o"i
Primary School later renamed the "Oriental School,” for Chinese, | 7% ©€ affected by association with pupils

of the Mongolian race. —San Francisco

Korean, and Japanese students School Board, 1905
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The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882

the first significant law restricting immigration into the US

“Whereas in the opinion of the Government of the United
States the coming of Chinese laborers to this country
endangers the good order of certain localities within the
territory thereof”

sAbsolute bar to immigration of Chinese laborers for 10 years

=1st major immigration law barring entry into the US of people
originating from a specific country

Chinese Exclusion Act
In effect for 61 years -Repeatedly Extended

1892 — Geary Act — Added that Chinese carry ID certificates or be deported
1902 — Chinese exclusion laws extended to 1904
1904 — Chinese exclusion laws made indefinite

1943 - Repealed by the Magnuson Act
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Immigration Act of 1882

1%t general immigration law

Imposed a “head tax” for every non-citizen arriving in the U.S. by steam or
sail vessel from any foreign port to fund administration of immigration
regulation

Created federal government infrastructure over immigration

Gave immigration officials power to expel immigrants under set criteria
o convict, lunatic, idiot, any person unable to take care of himself without becoming a
public charge

= criminals (except political offenses)

1904 Worlds Fair: a
“human zoo” —

=“Philippine Exposition” at the 1904
World'’s Fair in St. Louis—
=“one of the most popular and expensive
attractions”

= 1,1 00 people “imported” from the
Philippines and put on display

= World’s Fair included various other
peoples on display, — to demonstrate a
hierarchy of “civilization” and evolution

people indigenous to the U.S., Ainu from Japan,

African tribal members A booklet advertising the Philippine Exposition at

the St. Louis World’s Fair, 1904. Collection of
the National Museum of American History.,

Source:http://smithsonianapa.org/recollections/taryn-simon-chapter-x/
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Anti-Asian Sentiment Expanded
1907 Bellingham Riots:
the Sikh Community

500 white men in Bellingham, WA gathered to drive a community of South
Asian migrant workers out of the city.

=Their mission:

“scarfing] them so badly that they will not crowd white labor out of the mills,”

=Threw rocks, broke windows, attacked people, overpowered police

= Pulled South Asian men out of their workplaces and homes.
=Imprisoned 200 South Asian immigrant workers in the basement of City Hall

sEffectively drove the entire South Asian population out of town. <

Source: https://depts.washington.edu/civilr/bham_history.htm

| William 8n
by Prien
| Tirouan
A Pro

Immigration Act of 1917

the Literacy Act, the Asiatic Barred Zone Act

- Imposed literacy tests

= Created an “Asiatic Barred Zone” that further restricted
immigration from much of Asia and Pacific Islands. Excluded
immigrants from:

= British India,

» Afghanistan

= Arabia

= Burma (Myanmar)

= Siam (Thailand)

* the Malay States

= the Dutch East Indies

= the Soviet Union east of the Ural Mountains, and

= most Polynesian islands.
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Immigration Act of 1917 (cont)

the Literacy Act, the Asiatic Barred Zone Act

Exceptions for Asians (and their families) in certain occupations:

(1) Government officers, (2) ministers or religious teachers, (3) missionaries, (4) lawyers,
(5) physicians, (6) chemists, (7) civil engineers, (8) teachers, (9) students, (10) authors,
(11) artists, (12) merchants, and (13) travelers for curiosity or pleasure

Enumerated undesirables banned from entering the country, including:

alcoholics, anarchists, contract laborers, criminals, convicts, epileptics, "feebleminded persons,"
"idiots," "illiterates," "imbeciles," "insane persons," "paupers," "persons afflicted with contagious
disease," "persons being mentally or physically defective," "persons with constitutional
psychopathic inferiority,

" "political radicals," polygamists, prostitutes, and vagrants

United States v. Bhagat Singh Thind

261 U.S. 204 (1923)
=Bhagat Singh Thind, an Indian Sikh man who identified himself as an Aryan

=SCOTUS found him to be ineligible for naturalized citizenship

=*Naturalization Act of 1906 allowed only "free white persons" and "aliens of
African nativity and persons of African descent" to become naturalized
citizens

*Thind did not meet “common sense” definition of “white” rejecting Aryan
claim as being a linguistic reference, not about physical characteristics

=Cited 1917 Act excluding Asian people from entry to US
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Immigration Act of 1924

the Johnson-Reed Act, the National Origins Act

=Prevented immigrati i
» Jimited immigration to people eligible for naturalization, effectively banning Asian

sAfrican immigration severely limited

»Set quotas on number of immigrants from the Eastern Hemisphere (an 80%
reduction from pre-WW!I)

*Country specific quotas sharply limited new immigration to preserve status
guo based on 1890 representation

=Created funding for immigration enforcement, US Border Patrol

»Authorized deportation

National Origins Formula

= Used between 1921 through 1965

= [mmigration cap based on status quo of 30 years earlier
® 1890 data used even though U.S. Census had been taken in 1900, 1910 and 1920

=Aimed at reducing the overall # of people from Asia, Southern
Europe, Eastern Europe

= Prevented immigration from changing the ethnic distribution of the
largely Protestant population of Northwestern European Americans.
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Impact of “National Origins”:
87% of Immigrants from Northwestern Europe & Scandinavia

ALL OTHER
COUNTRIES,
,745.00 , 2%

EASTERN &
- SOUTHERN EUROPE,
18,439.00, 11%

NORTHWEST
EUROPE &
SCANDINAVIA,
142,483.00, 87%

U.S. CENSUS DATA
W 1900 ™ 1910 m 1920

81,731,957

I 94,820,915

Total US Population

1900 75,994,575
1910 91,972,266
1920 105,719,620

I 66,809,196
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Category names for race/ethnicity are reflected as they were characterized and reported by the U.S. Census
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U.S. CENSUS DATA (PERCENTAGES)
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Category names for race/ethnicity are reflected as they were characterized and reported by the U.S. Census

RURAL POPULATION 1020, 1910 AND 1600,
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“Internment” of Japanese Americans
Executive Order 9066 — February 19, 1942

» Forced removal and incarceration of Japanese Americans

=120,000 people of Japanese ancestry, primarily living on West Coast

=62% were U.S. Citizens

=Pearl Harbor attack December 7, 1941

=EQ signed February 19, 1942

=\War Relocation Authority (WRA) created March 18, 1942 with this mission:

= To take all people of Japanese descent into custody, surround them with troops, prevent them from
buying land, and return them to their former homes at the close of the war

= Ended under 1945 SCOTUS ruling in Ex parte Mitsuye Endo

Magnuson Act
Chinese Exclusion Act Repealed: 1943

"Repealed exclusion laws against Chinese immigrants in
effect for 61 years

*World War Il - US allied with China
mEstablishes Quotas of ~105 visas per year

sAllows Chinese people already in the United States to
become citizens for the first time since the Naturalization
Act of 1790
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Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952

McCarran-Walter Act

mAbolished National Origins Formula and the Asiatic Barrier Zone
=Established 2 quotas for the Western and Eastern hemispheres
=Permitted naturalization to Japanese, Koreans and other Asians

=Symbolically created opportunities for Asian immigration, but in
fact:
o Each Asian nation allotted a quota of 100 visas each year

o “Asian Pacific Triangle”quota: Persons born to any Asian parent outside of
Asia counted under an Asian quota, even if they were citizens of non-Asian
country

Civil Rights Acts of 1957 & 1960

1957:

* 1 Federal civil rights act since 1875

* Signed into law by President Eisenhower

* Intended to enforce 14t & 15™" Amendments

* Met with fierce opposition from Southern Senators

* Ultimately able to establish investigative unit, Commission on Civil Rights and create
new Asst. Attorney General for Civil Rights

1960

* Heavily opposed and weakened by Southern Senators

* What ultimately passed largely criticized as ineffective

* A positive: required voting records to be retained, preserved, & produced to the US
Attorney General, ultimately allowing for evidence of discrimination to be acquired
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Civil Rights Act of 1964

* June 11, 1963, President John F. Kennedy announced that he would be sending a civil
rights bill to Congress. President Kennedy assassinated
* that November

* This bill became me the most-far reaching act of legislation supporting racial equality in
American history.

* Qutlawed racial segregation in public accommodations including hotels, restaurants,
theaters, and stores, and made employment discrimination illegal.

* President Lyndon Johnson signed the bill on July 2, 1964.

Significant reform:
Immigration and Naturalization Act of 1965

sAbolished quotas per se
= Placed caps on per-country and total immigration, as well as caps on each category

= Family reunification a major goal: increasingly allowed entire families to uproot
themselves from other countries and reestablish their lives in the U.S.
=Provided for preferences to be made according to categories, e.g.:

= relatives of U.S. citizens or permanent residents

= those with skills deemed useful to the United States

= refugees of violence or unrest

Impact: annual immigration jumped to nearly a half million people; only 20 percent
came from Europe.
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U.S. Race/Ethnicity: 1965 & 2015

2015
1965 ASIAN, 0
HISPANIC, 4 OTHER, 0 ASIAN, 6
b
. BLACK, 11 N
y, \
./ \
/’ “-\ HISPANIC, 18
| \
I\ |
|
\ j‘ el WHITE, 62
\ /
\ /
\ WHITE, 34
\\ /
— //

Source: https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/2015/09/28/modern-immigration-wave-brings-59-million-to-u-s-driving-population-
growth-and-change-through-2065/

Thank You

LORA.FONG@NIJOAG.GOV
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