

















WHEREAS, the Asian Pacific American Lawyers Association of New Jersey remains
willing to assist the Governor and the Senate in any capacity in order to expedite
the filling of all existing judicial vacancies, and

WHEREAS, the Asian Pacific American Lawyers Association of New Jersey urges the
Governor and the Senate to consider qualified APA attorneys to fill existing judicial
vacancies, including the three vacancies on the New Jersey Supreme Court, and

BE IT RESOLVED, the Asian Pacific American Lawyers Association of New Jersey calls
upon the Governor and Senate to promptly act to fulfill their Constitutional duties,
specifically that the Senate hold hearings and provide its advice and consent on all
nominees and that the Governor continues to nominate diverse candidates to fill
all existing vacancies and reappoint all judges who have served the state ably to
ensure that our strong and independent Judiciary — the third and co-equal branch
of government — is preserved.

I, Punam P. Alam, President of the Asian Pacific American Lawyers Association of
New Jersey, do hereby certify that the above is a full, true and correct copy of a
resolution approved by the Asian Pacific American Lawyers Association of New
Jersey. In witness whereof, | have hereto set my hand as such President and affix
the corporate seal of the Asian Pacific American Lawyers Association of New Jersey
on this 1% day of August, 2022.
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Garden State Bar Association WOMENLAWYERS

African American Lawyers for Justice oF NEW JERSEY

The Garden State Bar Association and
Association of Black Women Lawyers of New Jersey
Joint Resolution Urging Action to Fill Judicial Vacancies

WHEREAS, the Garden State Bar Association and Association of Black Women Lawyers of New
Jersey fully respects and honors the state Constitutional mandate that the Governor nominate and
appoint, with the advice and consent of the Senate, members of the Judiciary, and

WHEREAS, the independence and integrity of our judges has been one of the finest achievements
resulting from our 1947 State Constitution, and is the foundation upon which the well-deserved
reputation of New Jersey’s court system is grounded, and

WHEREAS, New Jersey has had a sustained unacceptable and at times historically high number
of vacancies on the state Superior Court bench with nearly 70 judicial positions left open and many
more judges expected to retire before the end of the year, and

WHEREAS, there are three vacancies on the seven-member New Jersey Supreme Court with the
unprecedented third vacancy occurring when Justice Barry T. Albin reached the age of mandatory
retirement on July 6, 2022, and

WHEREAS, the number of current judicial vacancies has created a catastrophic result where some
courts have had to resort to limiting the types of matters being heard, causing delays in justice that
yield a human and financial toll on litigants, including postponed criminal matters with detained
defendants remaining in jail well beyond what is contemplated under New Jersey’s Criminal
Justice Reform Act; personal injury matters that are on hold indefinitely leaving injured victims
with little recourse; divorce trials that are suspended, and parents who are unable to enjoy parenting
time with their children as those children are left in the middle of their parents contested divorces,
among many other hardships and negative consequences being suffered by litigants and the public,
and

WHEREAS,; the failure to fill these vacancies in a timely manner deprives the Judiciary, a co-
equal branch of government that most directly serves the citizens of the state, of its ability to
function as contemplated by the New Jersey Constitution, despite the tireless and heroic efforts of
the judges who are sitting to ensure the justice system remained open and available to New Jersey
citizens throughout the pandemic, and

WHEREAS, on behalf of our citizens, the Garden State Bar Association and Association of Black
Women Lawyers of New Jersey are dedicated to defending the integrity of the Judiciary and
speaking out when its ability to fully serve the citizens of New Jersey is compromised, as it is
today, and



WHEREAS, the Garden State Bar Association and Association of Black Women Lawyers of New
Jersey echo the Governor’s and the Senate’s commitment to actively seek out and nominate diverse
attorneys as we expedite the process of filling judicial vacancies in the State of New Jersey. Born
out of the Civil Rights movement in the 1960’s, the Garden State Bar Association and Association
of Black Women Lawyers of New Jersey have advocated on behalf of marginalized Black and
brown citizens of this State for decades on a range of important issues from criminal justice reform,
to increasing participation at the ballot box, to advancing and promoting diversity, equity, and
inclusion in the legal profession. Throughout their respective legacies, the Garden State Bar
Association and Association of Black Women Lawyers of New Jersey have also diligently offered,
and will continue to offer, their support in the necessary work of identifying and promoting the
appointment of qualified diverse judicial candidates to the New Jersey bench, and

WHEREAS,; in particular, as Organizations focused on advancing the interests of Black judges,
lawyers, and law students, the Garden State Bar Association and Association of Black Women
Lawyers of New Jersey further highlight the importance of appointing Black judicial candidates
to ensure that the bench reflects the New Jersey communities it serves, and

WHEREAS, the Garden State Bar Association and Association of Black Women Lawyers of New
Jersey have already recommended a distinguished slate of talented and highly qualified Black
attorneys seeking appointment to the New Jersey judiciary.

BE IT RESOLVED, the Garden State Bar Association and Association of Black Women Lawyers
of New Jersey call upon the Governor and Senate to promptly act to fulfill their Constitutional
duties, specifically that the Senate hold hearings to ensure that our strong and independent
Judiciary — the third and co-equal branch of government — is preserved.

I, Natalya G. Johnson, Esq., President of the Garden State Bar Association, do hereby certify that
the above is a full, true and correct copy of a resolution. In witness whereof, I have hereto set my
hand as such President on this 29th day of July, 2022.

Natalya G. Johnson, Esq., President, The Garden State Bar Association

I, Kimberly Deal, Esq., President of the Association of Black Women Lawyers of New Jersey, do
hereby certify that the above is a full, true and correct copy of a resolution. In witness whereof, I
have hereto set my hand as such President on this 29th day of July, 2022.

Kimberly D. Deal. Esq., President, Association of Black Women Lawyers of New Jersey



ATLANTIC COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

WHEREAS, the Atlantic County Bar Association fully respects and honors the state
Constitutional mandate that the Governor nominate and appoint, with the advice and consent
of the Senate, members of the Judiciary, and

WHEREAS, the independence and integrity of our judges has been one of the finest
achievements resulting from our 1947 State Constitution, and is the foundation upon which
the well-deserved reputation of New Jersey’s court system is grounded, and

WHEREAS, New Jersey has had a sustained unacceptable and at times historically high number
of vacancies on the state Superior Court bench with nearly 70 judicial positions left open and
many more judges expected to retire before the end of the year, and

WHEREAS, there are three vacancies on the seven-member New Jersey Supreme Court with
the unprecedented third vacancy occurring when Justice Barry T. Albin reached the age of
mandatory retirement on July 6, 2022, and

WHEREAS, the number of current judicial vacancies has created a catastrophic resuit where
some courts have had to resort to limiting the types of matters being heard, causing delays in
justice that yield a human and financial toll on litigants, including postpcned criminal matters
with detained defendants remaining in jail well beyond what is contemplated under New
Jersey’s Criminal Justice Reform Act; personal injury matters that are on hold indefinitely
leaving injured victims with little recourse; divorce trials that are suspended, and parents who
are unable to enjoy parenting time with their children as those children are left in the middle
of their parents contested divorces, among many other hardships and negative consequences
being suffered by litigants and the public, and

WHEREAS, the failure to fill these vacancies in a timely manner deprives the Judiciary, a co-
equal branch of government that most directly serves the citizens of the state, of its ability to
function as contemplated by the New Jersey Constitution, despite the tireless and heroic
efforts of the judges who are sitting to ensure the justice system remained open and available
to New Jersey citizens throughout the pandemic, and

WHEREAS, on behalf of our citizens, the Atlantic County Bar Association is dedicated to
defending the integrity of the Judiciary and speaking out when its ability to fuily serve the
citizens of New Jersey is compromised, as it is today, and




WHEREAS, the Atlantic County Bar Association remains willing to assist the Governor and the
Senate in any capacity in order to expedite the filling of all existing judicial vacancies, and

BE IT RESOLVED, the Atlantic County Bar Association calls upon the Governor and Senate to
promptly act to fulfill their Constitutional duties, specifically that the Senate hold hearings and
provide its advice and consent on all nominees and that the Governor continues to nominate
candidates to fill all existing vacancies and reappoint all judges who have served the state ably

to ensure that our strong and independent Judiciary — the third and co-equal branch of
government=- is preserved.
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WHEREAS, the Bergen County Bar Association fully respects and honors the state

Constitutional mandate that the Governor nominatc and appoint, with the advice
and consent of the Senate, members of the Judiciary, and

WHEREAS, the independence and integrity of our judges has been one of the
finest achievements resulting from our 1947 State Constitution, and is the
foundation upon which the well-deserved reputation of New Jersey’s court
system is grounded, and

WHEREAS, New Jersey has had a sustained unacceptable and at times historically
high number of vacancies on the state Superior Court bench with nearly 70

judicial positions left open and many more judges expected to retire before the

end of the year, and

WHEREAS, there are three vacancies on the seven-member New Jersey Supreme
Court with the unprecedented third vacancy occurring when Justice Barry T. Albin
reached the age of mandatory retirement on July 6, 2022, and

WHEREAS, the number of current judicial vacancics has created a catastrophic
result where some courts have had to resort to limiting the types of matters being
heard, causing delays in justice that yield a human and financial toll on litigants,
including postponed criminal matters with detained defendants remaining in jail
well beyond what is contemplated under New Jersey’s Criminal Justice Reform
Act; personal injury matters that are on hold indefinitely leaving injured victims
with little recourse; divorce trials that are suspended, and parents who are unable
to enjoy parenting time with their children as those children are left in the middle
of their parents’ contested divorces, among many other hardships and negative
consequences being suffered by litigants and the public, and

WHEREAS, the failure to fill these vacancies in a timely manner deprives the
Judiciary, a co-equal branch of government that most directly serves the citizens
of the state, of its ability to function as contemplated by the New Jersey
Constitution, despite the tireless and heroic efforts of the judges who are sitting
to ensure the justice system remained open and available to New Jersey citizens
throughout the pandemic, and

WHEREAS, on behalf of our citizens, the Bergen County Bar Association is
dedicated to defending the integrity of the Judiciary and speaking out when its
ability to fully serve the citizens of New Jersey is compromised, as it is today, and

WHEREAS, the Bergen County Bar Association remains willing to assisi the
Governor and the Senate in any capacity in order to expedite the filling of all
existing judicial vacancies, and



BE IT RESOLVED, the Bergen County Bar Association calls upon the Governor and
Senate to promptly act to fulfill their Constitutional duties, specifically that the

Senate hold hearings and provide its advice and consent on all nominees and that

the Governor continues to nominate candidates to fill all existing vacancies and
reappoint all judges who have served the state ably to ensure that our strong and
independent Judiciary — the third and co-equal branch of government — is

preserved.

[, James B. Seplowitz, Officer of the Bergen County Bar Association, do hereby certify
that the above is a full, true and correct copy of a resolution approved by the Board of
Trustees. In witness whereof, 1 have hereto set my hand as such Secretary and affix the
corporate seal of the Bergen County Bar Association on this ¥+ day of July 2022.



A Burlington County Bar Association Resolution Urging Action to Fill Judicial Vacancies

WHEREAS, the Burlington County Bar Association fully respects and honors the State
Constitutional mandate that the Governor nominate and appoint, with the advice and consent

of the Senate, members of the Judiciary, and

WHEREAS, the independence and integrity of our judges has been one of the finest achievements
resulting from our 1947 State constitution, and is the foundation upon which the well-deserved
reputation of New Jersey’s court system is grounded, and

WHEREAS, New Jersey has had a sustained unacceptable and at times historically high number
of vacancies on the State Superior Court bench with nearly 70 judicial positions left open and
many more judges expected to retire before the end of the year, and

WHEREAS, there are three vacancies on the seven-member New Jersey Supreme Court with the
unprecedented third vacancy occurring when Justice Barry T. Albinreached the age of mandatory

retirement on July 6, 2022, and

WHEREAS, the number of current judicial vacancies has created a catastrophic result where some
courts have had to resort to limiting the types of matters being heard, causing delays in justice
that yield a human and financial toll on litigants, including postponed criminal matters with
detained defendants remaining in jail well beyond what is contemplated under New Jersey’s
Criminal Justice Reform Act; personal injury matters that are on hold indefinitely leaving injured
victims with little recourse; divorce trials that are suspended, and parents who are unable to
enjoy parenting time with their children as those children are left in the middle of their parents
contested divorces, among many other hardships and negative consequences being suffered by

litigants and the public, and

WHEREAS, the failure to fill these vacancies in a timely manner deprives the Judiciary, a co-equal
branch of government that most directly serves the citizens of the State, of its ability to function
as contemplated by the New Jersey Constitution, despite the tireless and heroic efforts of the
judges who are sitting to ensure the justice system remained open and available to New Jersey

citizens throughout the pandemic, and



WHEREAS, on behalf of our citizens, the Burlington County Bar Association is dedicated to

defending the integrity of the Judiciary and speaking out when its ability to fully serve the citizens
of New Jersey is compromised, as it is today, and

WHEREAS, the Burlington County Bar Association remains willing to assist the Governor and the
Senatein any capacity in order to expedite the filling of all existing judicial vacancies, and

BE IT RESOLVED, the_Burlington County Bar Association calls upon the Governor and Senate to
promptly act to fulfill their Constitutional duties, specifically that the Senate hold hearings and
provide its advice and consent on all nominees and that the Governor continues to nominate
candidates to fill all existing vacancies and reappoint alljudges who have served the state ably to

ensure that our strong and independent Judiciary — the third and co-equal branch of
government — is preserved.

I, Brenda Roman Maneri, President of the Burlington County Bar Association, do hereby certify
that the above is a full, true and correct copy of a resolution approved by the Board of Trustees.

In witness whereof, | have hereto set my hand as such President of the Burlington County Bar
Association on this 12th day of July, 2022.

8renda Roman Maneri
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July 26, 2022

Governor Phil Murphy
The State House
P.O.Box 001

Trenton, NJ 08625

RE: Judicial Vacancies Resolution
Dear Governor Murphy:

Enclosed please find the Camden County Bar Association’s Resolution
dated July 26, 2022, in support of filling New Jersey’s unprecedented number of
judicial vacancies. The current level of judicial vacancies affects every aspect of
our justice system in Camden County. Our legal practitioners and residents have
endured the rippling effect of judicial vacancies for far too long.

As you know, the Judicial and Prosecutorial Appointments Committee
(JPAC) provides an invaluable resource for the appointment process and must be
respected while we work towards filling the judicial vacancies in Camden County.
While we urge you to act with expediency, we must also emphasize the quality and
caliber of our bench is of the utmost importance. Camden County’s JPAC stands
ready to review all considerations and provide recommendations for appointments
during this important process.

Please act with urgency to address the judicial vacancy crisis in New Jersey
and take the steps necessary to act with due diligence for all judicial appointments.

Thank you for your anticipated action.

Very truly yours,

Rachael B. Brekke, Esquire
President, Camden County Bar Association
Enclosed.



Resolution Supporting Prompt Action to Fill New Jersey Judiciary Vacancies

WHEREAS, the Camden County Bar Association fully respects and honors the
state Constitutional mandate that the Governor nominate and appoint, with the
advice and consent of the Senate, members of the Judiciary, and

WHEREAS, the independence and integrity of our judges has been one of the
finest achievements resulting from our 1947 State Constitution, and is the
foundation upon which the well-deserved reputation of New Jersey’s court system
is grounded, and

WHEREAS, New Jersey has had a sustained unacceptable and at times
historically high number of vacancies on the state Superior Court bench with
nearly 70 judicial positions left open and many more judges expected to retire
before the end of the year, and

WHEREAS, there are three vacancies on the seven-member New Jersey Supreme
Court with the unprecedented third vacancy occurring when Justice Barry T. Albin
reached the age of mandatory retirement on July 6, 2022, and

WHEREAS, the number of current judicial vacancies has created a catastrophic
result where some courts have had to resort to limiting the types of matters being
heard, causing delays in justice that yield a human and financial toll on litigants,
including postponed criminal matters with detained defendants remaining in jail
well beyond what is contemplated under New Jersey’s Criminal Justice Reform
Act; personal injury matters that are on hold indefinitely leaving injured victims
with little recourse; divorce trials that are suspended, and parents who are unable to
enjoy parenting time with their children as those children are left in the middle of
their parents contested divorces, among many other hardships and negative
consequences being suffered by litigants and the public, and

WHEREAS, the failure to fill these vacancies in a timely manner deprives the
Judiciary, a co-equal branch of government that most directly serves the citizens of
the state, of its ability to function as contemplated by the New Jersey Constitution,
despite the tireless and heroic efforts of the judges who are sitting to ensure the
justice system remained open and available to New Jersey citizens throughout the
pandemic, and

WHEREAS, on behalf of our citizens, the Camden County Bar Association is
dedicated to defending the integrity of the Judiciary and speaking out when its
ability to fully serve the citizens of New Jersey is compromised, as it is today, and






CAPE MAY COUNTY
BAR ASSOCIATION
9 North Main Street, Cape May Court House, New Jersey 08210

RESOLUTION 01-2022

WHEREAS, the Cape May County Bar Association fully respects and honors the state
Constitutional mandate that the Governor nominate and appoint, with the advice and consent
of the Senate, members of the Judiciary, and

WHEREAS, the independence and integrity of our judges has been one of the finest
achievements resulting from our 1947 State Constitution, and is the foundation upon which the
well-deserved reputation of Mew lersey's court system is grounded, and

WHEREAS, New lersey has had a sustained unacceptable and at times historically high number
of vacancies on the state Superior Court bench with nearly 70 judicial positions left open and
many more judges expected to retire before the end of the year, and

WHEREAS, there are three vacancies on the seven-member New Jersey Supreme Court with the
unprecedented third vacaney occurring when Justice Barry T, Albin reached the age of
mandatory retirement on July 6, 2022, and

WHEREAS, the number of current judicial vacancies has created a catastrophic result where
some courts have had to resort to limiting the types of matters being heard, causing delays in
justice that yield a human and financial toll on litigants, including postponed criminal matters
with detained defendants remaining in jail well beyond what is contemplated under New
lersey’s Criminal Justice Reform Act; personal injury matters that are on hald indefinitely leaving
injured victims with little recourse; divorce trials that are suspended, and parents who are
unable ta enjoy parenting time with their children as those children are left in the middle of
their parents contested divorces, among many other hardships and negative consequences
being suffered by litigants and the public, and






CUMBERLAND COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

BOARD RESOLUTION APPROVING PROMPT JUDICIAL APPOINTMENTS

WHEREAS, the Cumberland County Bar Association fully respects and honors the
State Constitutional mandate that the Governor nominate and appoint, with the
advice and consent of the Senate, members of the Judiciary, and

WHEREAS, the independence and integrity of our Judges has been one of the finest
achievements resulting from our 1947 State Constitution, and is the foundation
upon which the well-deserved reputation of New Jersey’s Court system is
grounded, and

WHEREAS, New Jersey has had a sustained, unacceptable and, at times, historically
high number of vacancies on the State Superior Court bench with nearly 70 judicial
positions left open and many more Judges expected to retire before the end of the
year, and

WHEREAS, there are three vacancies on the seven-member New Jersey Supreme
Court with the unprecedented third vacancy occurring when Justice Barry T. Albin
reached the age of mandatory retirement on July 6, 2022, and

WHEREAS, the number of current judicial vacancies has created a catastrophic
result where some Courts have had to resort to limiting the types of matters being
heard, causing delays in justice that yield a human and financial toll on litigants,
including postponed criminal matters with detained defendants remaining in jail
well beyond what is contemplated under New Jersey’s Criminal Justice Reform Act;
personal injury matters that are on hold indefinitely, leaving injured victims with
little recourse; divorce trials that are suspended, and parents who are unable to
enjoy parenting time with their children as those children are left in the middle of
their parents’ contested divorces, among many other hardships and negative
consequences being suffered by litigants and the public, and

WHEREAS, the failure to fill these vacancies in a timely manner deprives the
Judiciary, a co-equal branch of government that most directly serves the citizens of
the State, of its ability to function as contemplated by the New Jersey Constitution,
despite the tireless and heroic efforts of the Judges who are sitting to ensure the















WHEREAS, the Gloucester County Bar Association fully respects and honors the
state Constitutional mandate that the Governor nominate and appoint, with the
advice and consent of the Senate, members of the Judiciary, and

WHEREAS, the independence and integrity of our judges has been one of the
finest achievements resulting from our 1947 State Constitution, and is the
foundation upon which the well-deserved reputation of New Jersey’s court
system is grounded, and

WHEREAS, New Jersey has had a sustained unacceptable and at times historically
high number of vacancies on the state Superior Court bench with nearly 70
judicial positions left open and many more judges expected to retire before the
end of the year, and

WHEREAS, there are three vacancies on the seven-member New Jersey Supreme
Court with the unprecedented third vacancy occurring when Justice Barry T. Albin
reached the age of mandatory retirement on July 6, 2022, and

WHEREAS, the number of current judicial vacancies has created a catastrophic
result where some courts have had to resort to limiting the types of matters being
heard, causing delays in justice that yield a human and financial toll on litigants,
including postponed criminal matters with detained defendants remaining in jail
well beyond what is contemplated under New Jersey’s Criminal Justice Reform
Act; personal injury matters that are on hold indefinitely leaving injured victims
with little recourse; divorce trials that are suspended, and parents who are unable
to enjoy parenting time with their children as those children are left in the middle
of their parents contested divorces, among many other hardships and negative
consequences being suffered by litigants and the public, and

WHEREAS, the failure to fill these vacancies in a timely manner deprives the
Judiciary, a co-equal branch of government that most directly serves the citizens
of the state, of its ability to function as contemplated by the New Jersey
Constitution, despite the tireless and heroic efforts of the judges who are sitting
to ensure the justice system remained open and available to New Jersey citizens
throughout the pandemic, and



of their parents contested divorces, among many other hardships and negative
consequences being suffered by litigants and the public, and

WHEREAS, the failure to fill these vacancies in a timely manner deprives the
Judiciary, a co-equal branch of government that most directly serves the citizens
of the state, of its ability to function as contemplated by the New Jersey
Constitution, despite the tireless and heroic efforts of the judges who are sitting
to ensure the justice system remained open and available to New Jersey citizens
throughout the pandemic, and

WHEREAS, on behalf of our citizens, the Gloucester County Bar Association is
dedicated to defending the integrity of the Judiciary and speaking out when its
ability to fully serve the citizens of New Jersey is compromised, as it is today, and

WHEREAS, the Gloucester County Bar Association remains willing to assist the
Governor and the Senate in any capacity in order to expedite the filling of all
existing judicial vacancies, and

BE IT RESOLVED, the Gloucester County Bar Association calls upon the Governor
and Senate to promptly act to fulfill their Constitutional duties, specifically that
the Senate hold hearings and provide its advice and consent on ail nominees and
that the Governor continues to nominate candidates to fill all existing vacancies
and reappoint all judges who have served the state ably to ensure that our strong
and independent Judiciary — the third and co-equal branch of government — is
preserved.

I, Susan M. Purvin, Secretary of the Gloucester County Bar Association, do hereby certify that
the above is a full, true and correct copy of a resolution approved by the Board of Trustees. in
witness whereof, | have hereto set my hand as such on this 21 day of July, 2022.
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OCEAN COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

MARIANNA C. PONTORIERO
President

MATT SAGE
President-Elect

CHRISTINE MATUS
Treasurer

ADAM J. STEUERMAN
Secretary

WHEREAS , the Ocean County Bar Association fully respects and honors the state Constitutional mandate that the Governor
nominate and appoint, with the advice and consent of the Senate, members of the Judiciary, and

WHEREAS, the independence and integrity of our judges has been one of the finest achievements resulting from our 1947 State
Constitution, and is the foundation upon which the well-deserved reputation of New Jersey’'s court system is grounded, and

WHEREAS, New Jersey has had a sustained unacceptable and at times historically high number of vacancies on the state Superior
Court bench with nearly 70 judicial positions left open and many more judges expected to retire before the end of the year, and

WHEREAS, there are three vacancies on the seven-member New Jersey Supreme Court with the unprecedented third vacancy
occurring when Justice Barry T. Albin reached the age of mandatory retirement on July 6, 2022, and

WHEREAS, the number of current judicial vacancies has created a catastrophic result where some courts have had to resort to
limiting the types of matters being heard, causing delays in justice that yield a human and financial toll on litigants, including
postponed criminal matters with detained defendants remaining in jail well beyond what is contemplated under New Jersey’s
Criminal Justice Reform Act; personal injury matters that are on hold indefinitely leaving injured victims with little recourse; divorce
trials that are suspended, and parents who are unable to enjoy parenting time with their children asthose children are left in the
middle of their parents contested divorces, among many other hardships and negative consequences being suffered by litigants and
the public, and

WHEREAS, the failure to fill these vacancies in a timely manner deprives the Judiciary, a co-equal branch of government that most
directly serves the citizens of the state, of its ability to function as contemplated by the New Jersey Constitution, despite the tireless
and heroic efforts of the judges who are sitting to ensure the justice system remained open and available to New Jersey citizens
throughout the pandemic, and

WHEREAS, on behalf of our citizens, the Ocean County Bar Association is dedicated to defending the integrity of the Judiciary and
speaking out when its ability to fully serve the citizens of New Jersey is compromised, as itis today, and

WHEREAS, the Ocean County Bar Association remains willing to assist the Governor and the Senate in any capacity in order to
expedite the filling of all existing judicial vacancies, and

BE IT RESOLVED, the Ocean County Bar Association calls upon the Governor and Senate to promptly act to fulfill their Constitutional
duties, specifically that the Senate hold hearings and provide its advice and consent on all nominees and that the Governor continues
to nominate candidates to fill all existing vacancies and reappoint all judges who have served the state ably to ensure that our strong
and independent Judiciary — the third and co-equal branch of government — is preserved.

I, Marianna C. Pontoriero, President of the Ocean County Bar Association, do hereby certify that the above is a full, true and correct
copy of a resolution approved by the Board of Trustees. In witness whereof, | have hereto set my hand as such President and affix
the corporate seal of the Ocean County Bar Association on this 15t day of July, 2022.













A Salem County New Jersey Bar Association Resolution

Urging Action to Fill Judicial Vacancies

WHEREAS, the Salem County Bar Association fully respects and honors the state
Constitutional mandate that the Governor nominate and appoint, with the advice
and consent of the Senate, members of the Judiciary, and

WHEREAS, the independence and integrity of our judges has been one of the
finest achievements resulting from our 1947 State Constitution, and is the
foundation upon which the well-deserved reputation of New Jersey’s court
system is grounded, and

WHEREAS, New Jersey has had a sustained unacceptable and at times historically
high number of vacancies on the state Superior Court bench with nearly 70
judicial positions left open and many more judges expected to retire before the
end of the year, and

WHEREAS, there are three vacancies on the seven-member New Jersey Supreme
Court with the unprecedented third vacancy occurring when Justice Barry T. Albin
reached the age of mandatory retirement on July 6, 2022, and

WHEREAS, the number of current judicial vacancies has created a catastrophic
result where some courts have had to resort to limiting the types of matters being
heard, causing delays in justice that yield a human and financial toll on litigants,
including postponed criminal matters with detained defendants remaining in jail
well beyond what is contemplated under New Jersey’s Criminal Justice Reform
Act; personal injury matters that are on hold indefinitely leaving injured victims
with little recourse; divorce trials that are suspended, and parents who are unable
to enjoy parenting time with their children as those children are left in the middle
of their parents contested divorces, among many other hardships and negative
consequences being suffered by litigants and the public, and



WHEREAS, the failure to fill these vacancies in a timely manner deprives the
Judiciary, a co-equal branch of government that most directly serves the citizens
of the state, of its ability to function as contemplated by the New Jersey
Constitution, despite the tireless and heroic efforts of the judges who are sitting
to ensure the justice system remained open and available to New Jersey citizens
throughout the pandemic, and

WHEREAS, on behalf of our citizens, the Salem County Bar Association is
dedicated to defending the integrity of the Judiciary and speaking out when its
ability to fully serve the citizens of New Jersey is compromised, as it is today, and

WHEREAS, the Salem County Bar Association remains willing to assist the
Governor and the Senate in any capacity in order to expedite the filling of all
existing judicial vacancies, and

BE IT RESOLVED, the Salem County Bar Association cails upon the Governor and
Senate to promptly act to fulfill their Constitutional duties, specifically that the
Senate hold hearings and provide its advice and consent on all nominees and that
the Governor continues to nominate candidates to fill all existing vacancies and
reappoint all judges who have served the state ably to ensure that our strong and
independent Judiciary — the third and co-equal branch of government — is
preserved.

Dated: 7-22-2022

President
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WHEREAS, the New Jersey Muslim Lawyers Association fully respects and honors
the state Constitutional mandate that the Governor nominate and appoint, with
the advice and consent of the Senate, members of the Judiciary, and

WHEREAS, the independence and integrity of our judges has been one of the finest
achievements resulting from our 1947 State Constitution, and is the foundation
upon which the well-deserved reputation of New Jersey’s court system is
grounded, and

WHEREAS, New Jersey has had a sustained unacceptable and at times historically
high number of vacancies on the state Superior Court bench with nearly 70 judicial
positions left open and many more judges expected to retire before the end of the
year, and

WHEREAS, there are three vacancies on the seven-member New Jersey Supreme
Court with the unprecedented third vacancy occurring when Justice Barry T. Albin
reached the age of mandatory retirement on July 6, 2022, and

WHEREAS, the number of current judicial vacancies has created a catastrophic
result where some courts have had to resort to limiting the types of matters being
heard, causing delays in justice that yield a human and financial toll on litigants,
including postponed criminal matters with detained defendants remaining in jail
well beyond what is contemplated under New Jersey’s Criminal Justice Reform Act;
personal injury matters that are on hold indefinitely leaving injured victims with
little recourse; divorce trials that are suspended, and parents who are unable to
enjoy parenting time with their children as those children are left in the middle of
their parents contested divorces, among many other hardships and negative
consequences being suffered by litigants and the public, and

WHEREAS, the failure to fill these vacancies in a timely manner deprives the
Judiciary, a co-equal branch of government that most directly serves the citizens of
the state, of its ability to function as contemplated by the New Jersey Constitution,
despite the tireless and heroic efforts of the judges who are sitting to ensure the
justice system remained open and available to New Jersey citizens throughout the
pandemic, and
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WHEREAS, on behalf of our citizens, the New Jersey Muslim Lawyers Association is
dedicated to defending the integrity of the Judiciary and speaking out when its
ability to fully serve the citizens of New Jersey is compromised, as it is today, and

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Muslim Lawyers Association remains willing to assist
the Governor and the Senate in any capacity in order to expedite the filling of all
existing judicial vacancies and ensuring the judiciary reflects the diversity of the
State of New Jersey, and

BE IT RESOLVED, the New Jersey Muslim Lawyers Association calls upon the
Governor and Senate to promptly act to fulfill their Constitutional duties,
specifically that the Senate hold hearings and provide its advice and consent on all
nominees and that the Governor continues to nominate candidates to fill all
existing vacancies and reappoint all judges who have served the state ably to
ensure that our strong and independent Judiciary — the third and co-equal
branch of government — is preserved.

I, Adam H. Morsy, Esqg., President of the New Jersey Muslim Lawyers Association,
do hereby certify that the above is a full, true and correct copy of a resolution
approved by the Executive Board. In witness whereof, | have hereto set my hand
as such President this 25" day of July, 2022.

P

AdameH Morsy, Esq.




