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The New Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal Education was created in 1962 to help 

lawyers and judges increase their general professional competence, keep abreast of 

developments in the law, and become more proficient in selected areas of practice.  Since 

1962, ICLE has served the educational needs of the New Jersey bench and bar and 

continually strives to respond to their many and varied concerns. 

 

A non-profit, completely self-supporting organization, ICLE is the joint venture of the 

New Jersey State Bar Association, Rutgers - The State University of New Jersey, and 

Seton Hall University.  Representing a merger of the practicing bar and the academic 

community, the Institute is governed by an autonomous Board of Trustees, which 

includes representatives of the State Bar Association, deans of the law schools and 

officers of the participating universities. 

 

The Institute administers the Skills Training Course on behalf of the New Jersey Supreme 

Court, presents more than 230 seminars each year throughout the State, offers CDs of 

seminars, markets software programs especially designed for the practicing attorney, and 

publishes comprehensive practice manuals and lecture handbooks.  Its programs and 

publications must be financially self-supporting since ICLE is not subsidized in any way.  

The professional staff of attorneys and administrators, aided by a dedicated support staff, 

is headquartered at the New Jersey Law Center in New Brunswick, along with the State 

Bar Association, the State Bar Foundation and IOLTA. 

 

The ingredients that contribute most to the stature of the Institute are the talent, time and 

effort expended by the very best of New Jersey attorneys, representing every field of 

specialization and every type of practice.  The voluntary participation of practicing 

lawyers and judges as ICLE lecturers, authors, and advisors is appreciated and 

encouraged, for without their assistance, high quality continuing legal education would 

not be possible. 
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professional services an attorney would normally provide to a client, including up to the minute legal research. 

 

 

 

 

 Copyright © 2011 by the 

 New Jersey Institute For Continuing Legal Education  

All Rights Reserved 

 

 



iii 

 

A PRACTITIONER’S GUIDE 

TO NEW JERSEY’S 

CIVIL COURT PROCEDURES 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Updated through January 2011 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stuart Rabner, Chief Justice 

 

Hon. Glenn A. Grant, J.A.D., 

Acting Administrative Director of the Courts 
 



 

 

N O T I C E 
  

This document provides procedural guidance to practitioners in the New Jersey 

Superior Court, Law Division, Civil Part.  It was prepared under the supervision of the 

Conference of Civil Presiding Judges, along with the Conference of Civil Division 

Managers and the Civil Practice Division of the Administrative Office of the Courts 

(AOC).  This document is intended to embody the policies adopted by the New Jersey 

Supreme Court, the Judicial Council and the Administrative Director of the Courts, but 

does not itself establish case management policy.  It has been reviewed by the Judicial 

Council and the Conference of Civil Presiding Judges and is intended to promote uniform 

practices and procedures statewide.   

While this document reflects court policies existing as of the date of its 

preparation, in the event there is a conflict between its contents and any Rule or statement 

of policy issued by the Supreme Court, the Judicial Council, or the Administrative 

Director of the Courts, that Rule or statement of policy, rather than this document, will be 

controlling.   
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