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INTRODUCTION

WHY THIS BOOK FOR TRYING THE PLAINTIFF’S
INJURY CASE IN NEW JERSEY?

Plaintiffs’ lawyers from outside New Jersey are shocked when they hear
how confining New Jersey law on advocacy is in the trial of an injury case. In
fact, even New Jersey lawyers continue to be perplexed by how limiting our rules
are.

On top of that, some jurors are bringing a negative attitude about lawsuits
to the courthouse. The mere mention of the word "lawsuit" evokes a bad visceral
feeling among citizens of many backgrounds.

Typically in New Jersey, we aren’t allowed to question potential jurors in
selecting a jury. Our opening statements are supposed to be nothing more than
a brief outline of the facts that will be proven. We can never mention at any
point in trial a dollar amount for a proper damage award. We can’t even relate
our damage request to the value of some particular service or good that might
alleviate suffering or enhance the joys of living. After trial, we are prohibited
from discussing the case with jurors to probe the rationale and process of the
deliberators.

Yet, we know there are ways within our law to peel away jury skepticism.
And, we know there are ways to obtain consistently good damage verdicts that
do achieve fair compensation right here in New Jersey.

Some of the thoughts expressed in this book about trial techniques are
universal to courts around the country. On the other hand, the main purpose of
the book is to provide ways to effectively deal with the unique set of problems
the New Jersey lawyer faces in presenting a plaintiff’s injury case.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




