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A. Contact Information 
Organization Name:  Legal Services of Northwest Jersey    Contact Name:  Dawn Truhn      
Organization Address: 90 E. Main St.                 Contact E-mail:     LSNWJProBono@lsnj.org 
    Somerville, NJ  08876     Telephone #:        401-216-7158 (Google Phone) 
Web Addresses:         www.lsnwj.org      www.lsnj.org/lsnwj 
 

 
B. Organization Information 
 
1. In a few sentences state the overall mission of your organization. 
 
Legal Services of Northwest Jersey is a nonprofit law firm serving people living in poverty in Hunterdon, 
Morris, Somerset, Sussex and Warren counties. The work of LSNWJ is vital to the efforts of people living 
in poverty to maintain safe and affordable housing, gain sustainable income to escape the ravages of 
poverty, access quality health care, secure family stability and personal safety, and live with dignity in the 
community.  
 
2. Please identify and briefly describe the population(s) for which your organization provides 

services, be sure to include information on characteristics such as age, disability or income, that 
might be used in establishing eligibility for your services.   

 
 People with limited income and assets  
 Seniors/Elderly (age 60 years or older- eligibility not limited by income ) 
 People living with HIV/AIDS (broad financial eligibility) 

 
3. In a few sentences describe the types of legal services provided by your organization. 
 

LEGAL REPRESENTATION:  Legal representation before a court or an administrative agency, 
including trial and hearing preparation, preparation of documents, factual investigation, 
consultation with experts and others, negotiation, appearance before the court or administrative 
agency, and appeals, as well as document preparation, negotiation and resolution without a court or 
agency filing, and other extended services. 

LEGAL ADVICE:  Legal consultation with the client either by telephone or in person, including 
understanding the presenting problem, gathering the facts from the client, and rendering legal 
advice to the client to inform the client of legal rights and responsibilities and possible courses 
of action.  

4. Service area:  
Hunterdon County 
Morris County 
Somerset County 
Sussex County 
Warren County 

 



C. Pro Bono Opportunities  
 

5. Please use the boxes below, by checking the general topic area and any specific sub-specialties, to 
indicate the substantive areas in which you are seeking pro bono support. 

 
X Family      X  Housing/Landlord Tenant 

 Custody 
  Child Support      Immigration 
  Divorce            Asylum 
X  Domestic Violence           Naturalization 
  Termination of Parental Rights        
  Visitation 

 
         Health      X  Consumer 
   SSI/SSD          X Bankruptcy 
            X  Credit/Debt counseling 
         Wills           X  Predatory Lending 
 
         Transactional       Senior/Elder law 
   Non-profit corporate         Bankruptcy 
   Community Development          Credit Counseling 
   Tax              Predatory Lending 
        
         Civil Rights                  Employment/Unemployment  
 
         Guardianship  
 
         Other  ___________________ _______________________ 
   
6. Does your organization provide substantive training to volunteer attorneys? 

 
Yes.  LSNWJ provides training in substantive law and skills to our volunteer attorneys.  The 
courses are approved for CLE credit.  Recordings of LSNWJ’s training series conducted in August 
and September 2020 on tenancy law are available to volunteers who agree to accept a tenancy case. 

 
7. Does your organization provide other types of support?  If yes, please explain. 
 

Litigation support:     Yes  
Fee waivers:              Yes  
Interpreters, Translators  Yes  
Other     Yes.  LSNWJ supports its volunteers in our Tenancy Pro Bono Project 
with regularly scheduled meetings and case clinics (being held virtually), mentoring, and 
comprehensive resources and materials, including our Housing Law Manual. 
   

8. What, if any, supervision does your organization provide for volunteer attorneys? 
 
An LSNWJ attorney is assigned to every pro bono case and is available to the volunteer attorney 
for supervision, mentoring and case consultation.  

 



 
9. Does your organization provide malpractice coverage for volunteer attorneys? 

 
Yes.  LSNWJ provides umbrella coverage for attorneys in private practice and corporate attorneys.  
LSNWJ provides primary coverage for retired attorneys and others who are not able to obtain 
coverage through their employment  

 
10.  Does your organization require volunteer attorneys to carry malpractice insurance? 

 
Yes for some volunteers.  LSNWJ requires that volunteer attorneys in private practice carry 
professional liability insurance.   

 
11.  Has the New Jersey Supreme Court approved your program for a Madden exemption? 

 
Yes.   

 


